SATURDAY, OCTOBER 10, 1908,

e er—

THE DESERET FARMER

11

infinitely shorter space of time by

_ubstituting artificial selection. As an

llustration of what may be accom-
slished along these lines, Cochin and
Langshan breeders of ten have diffi-
culty in getting combs with five even
serrations. This has been and may
be accomplished as follows: When
ihve chicks have sufficiently developed
combs to enable one to count the ser-
rations, with a sharp pair of shears,
trim the combs neatly, cutting the
rear of the blade to correct shape and
(rimming out unnecessary serrations.
When making up the breeding pens
the following year, select from those
of best type, the young birds with
most nearly perfect combs. Tt is
surprising how the trimmed combs
will develope, if cut ecarly and prop-
erly, and by thus trimming and by
constant care in selecting each year,
in a very few generations, a consid-
erable number of youngsters will be
hatched with combs so nearly perfect
that trimming will be unnecessary.
Almost any modification may be ac-
complished in time by artificial guid-
ance and strict selection of the indi-
viduals. Orpington breeders occas-
ionally have difficulty with the ap-
pearance of the fifth toe, due to Dork-
This defect in the
young chick may be easily remedied

ing transmission,

by early clipping. Oeccasionally side
sprigs will show in Cochins and Lang-
Birds that
are disqu. 'fied by so

shans. would otherwise
be wvaluable,
small and insignificant a thing as a
slight sprig, perhaps not larger than
a darning needle nor more than a
quarter of an inch in length. By the
exercise of watchfulness while the
combs are growing, a close clipping
will rid the combs of the side sprigs,
and in succeeding progeny, these will
more likely appear in alternate gener-
Principle VIII:

ties of reversional heridity make their

ations “Peculiari-
appear. ice in alternate generations.”
A disgualification in Light Brahmas
is the appearance of solid black feath.
ers in the back. The bird might be
otherwise excellent but the fatal black
feather would render the bird value-
Would it? Not to

the experienced breeder, for we know

less ag a breeder,

that by plucking the black feathers of
this generation and watching carefully
and eradicating those that appear in
aliernate generations, the defect may

hye f'ﬂi:Ll\lu”_\ eradicated Iowever,

fur practical purposes, this method

would be too slow, and it is only

here mentioned as an illustration of
what may be accomplished in the ap-
plication of the second law of breed-
ing. Again, breeders of Cochins are
sometimes troubled with a vulture
hock. These are stiff quill feathers
growing on the thighs, pointing back-
ward even with the knee joint, or
hock, and where these appear without
a sufficient quantity of fluffy feathers
to relieve the sharp angle view in pro-
file, they constitute a defect that
amounts to disqualification. Here,
again, the shears may be brought into
play upon the growing youngsters
and the defect eventually eradicated.
Time, patience and persistence in se-
lection will gradually bring about al-
most any modification desired.

In the former chapter, n difference
was noted in the shape of the Light
and the Dark Brahmas.
tion is due to the law embodied in the
“Pecu-

This varia-

tenth principle of breeding:

liarities of direet heridity are trans-
mit*ed to the progeny gencrally from
the more vigorous parent.” The most
authentic record of the origin of the
Dark Brahma #s that it is a variation
resulting from a cross between the
Cochin and the Gray Chittagongs and

recrossed with Light Brahmas and
Partridge Cochins, two Cochin blood
lineg, to one each of Chittagong and
Light Brahma, hence the preponder-
ance of Cochin contour displayed in
the Dark Brahma type, due to vigor-
ous impression of the male Cochin
line impressed upon the progeny un-
til a variation type was established
so nearly like the Brahma type that
the Dark variety has been classed un-
der the same breed as the Light Brah-
mas, when as o matter of fact, they
are no more triue Brahmas than the
Bluck Orpingtons are true Orping-
tons, it _"
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